
Governor Steve Beshear issued an Executive Order in Au-
gust 2009, establishing the Governor’s Office of Electronic 

Health Information in the Cabinet for Health and Family Ser-
vices to oversee the advancement of health information 

exchange in Kentucky.  

KHIE continues to build its robust health information ex-
change and allows providers to access the right information 
at the right time in order to make the right decisions.  KHIE 

also facilitates providers in meeting several objectives of 
Stages 1 and 2 of the Meaningful  Use EHR Incentive Pro-

gram.   Overall, the KHIE works to fulfill the three-part aim: 
better care, lower costs, improved public health.  

Welcome to the Kentucky Health Information 
Exchange Newsletter!  
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Special Points of Interest  

 As of February 11 2014: 

KHIE has 601 signed participa-
tion agreements (representing 
1,253 locations) 

A total of 718 provider loca-
tions are submitting live data 
and exchanging information 
(see Page 5 for more details) 

80% of hospitals in KY are live 
on KHIE 

Over $158,000,000 has been 
paid to Medicaid hospitals and 
providers in KY, through the KY 
Medicaid EHR Incentive Pro-
gram 

KHIE is averaging over 100,000 
queries per week  

Inside this issue: 

Message from the State Health IT 

Coordinator 

2 

KY Medicaid EHR Incentive 
Program Topics of the Month  

3 

Key Considerations for 2014 4 

 New Live Connections  5 

Contact Us  6 

KHIE is operating as a Health Information Service Provider and has imple-

mented Direct Secure Clinical Messaging to facilitate Transitions of Care 

for Meaningful Use Stage 2?  (see page 4 for more information) 

Several providers have signed KHIE’s Direct addendum—please contact 

your Outreach Coordinator if you are interested in this service line!  

http://khie.ky.gov/nr/Pages/khiemap.aspx?co=z
http://khie.ky.gov/nr/Pages/khiemap.aspx?co=z
http://khie.ky.gov/nr/Documents/Current%20Data%20Exchange.pdf
http://khie.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx


A MESSAGE FROM THE STATE HEALTH IT COORDINATOR 
POLLY MULLINS-BENTLEY 
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Greetings, and happy February from the KY Governor’s Office of  Electron-

ic Health Information! 

  

It looks like the groundhog saw his shadow yet again and we will be due 

for another six long weeks of winter!  Despite the dreary weather across 

the state, Kentucky has been making great strides to advance Health In-

formation Technology and to prep for the onset of changes in 2014 and 

beyond.  We at KHIE are gearing up for what will be a year of transformation and innovation. We 

are thrilled to welcome these changes  and to collaborate with like-minded individuals and organi-

zations across the Commonwealth.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to encourage you to peruse the pages of this newsletter for the 

latest statistics and up-to-date information regarding Meaningful Use and Health IT.  Within this 

issue, you will find the Kentucky Medicaid EHR Incentive Program, “Pointers of the Month” which 

highlights key ideas within the program, reminders regarding Meaningful Use, important dates, 

and pertinent contact information.  On page 4, you will find KHIE’s “Key Considerations for 2014,” 

which points out some of the largest provisions that take effect in 2014, such as the certification 

of EHR technology, the changes in public health reporting and how KHIE can help facilitate Transi-

tions of Care as a Health Information Service Provider.   

 

 

Although 2014 presents itself with its share of challenges, we see these hurdles as opportunities 

for growth, to learn new technologies and systems that will help facilitate better care, improved 

health management, and enhanced outcomes for the citizens of Kentucky and beyond.  We are at 

the cusp of change and we fully embrace the future of healthcare.  

 

Sincerely,  

Polly 

Polly Mullins-Bentley, RN, RHIT, CPHQ 



KENTUCKY MEDICAID EHR INCENTIVE PROGRAM  

POINTERS OF THE MONTH  
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REMINDERS: 

 EPs attesting for Program Year 2013 must submit their attestation prior to 12:00 

midnight, March 31, 2014. EPs can attest as a Meaningful User for Program Year 

2014, beginning April 1, 2014.  

90 DAY PATIENT VOLUME:  

 When attesting for line items 6 &7 (Total Medicaid Patients and Total Patients), 

please use the Patient Volume report that is available on our website and upload 

the report to the attestation.  

 Make sure all calculations are clearly identified (i.e. # of Medicaid Encounters, 

KCHIP3, uncompensated care, commercial insurance, and self pays). Please note 

that it is difficult to distinguish these numbers when they are grouped together in 

some of the reports that have been received. THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT 

FOR FQHCs/RHCs. 

MEANINGFUL USE:  

 In order for all providers to meet Meaningful Use in any Stage, a signed Participa-

tion Agreement along with the appropriate signed addendum must be complet-

ed with the KHIE.  

 Beginning in 2014, providers can no longer claim and count an exclusion toward 

their total Menu Objectives to achieve Meaningful Use.  

CONTACT US: 

 To submit an issue/concern via email, please access the left hand navigation bar 

on the attestation website and click Send E-mail. 

 Please visit the KY Medicaid EHR Incentive Website at http://chfs.ky.gov/dms/

mailto:ehrincentives@ky.gov?subject=KY%20Medicaid%20EHR%20Incentive%20Program
http://chfs.ky.gov/dms/EHR.htm
https://prd.chfs.ky.gov/kyslr/
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR 2014 

 2014 EHR CERTIFICATION 

In order to be eligible for the EHR Incentive Program and attesting to Meaningful Use Stages 1 and 2, all eligible provid-
ers and hospitals must have EHR technology certified to the 2014 Edition EHR certification criteria that meets a re-
quired base amount of functionality and any other functionality required to meet Meaningful Use.    

**Bottom line: Your technology must be certified to the 2014 criteria that you will attest to, and you must ensure that 
it meets the required objectives for achieving Meaningful Use.  

 PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTING & KHIE 

Because KHIE serves as the public health reporting agency for the Meaningful Use program in the state of Kentucky, 
providers must successfully submit public health data on an ongoing basis, to the KHIE for all stages of Meaningful Use.    

As of January 1, 2014 all eligible providers and hospitals who attest to Stage 1 or Stage 2 must have a signed Participa-
tion Agreement on file with the KHIE. Associated addendums must also be on file for each public health objective that 
you select and attest to. Individual addendums are required for submitting immunization, syndromic surveillance, can-
cer, and reportable diseases data. You can no longer count menu exclusions toward the minimum of 5 menu objectives 
on which must be reported if there are other menu objectives that can be selected.  If you do not administer immun-
izations, you must choose another public health objective. Syndromic surveillance is appropriate for hospitals and pro-
viders alike.  

**Bottom line: Before attesting to public health reporting objectives, there are two criteria that must be met: 1). you 
must have a signed agreement (and appropriate addendum(s)) on file with KHIE, and 2) you must be either in KHIE’s 
onboarding queue or live on KHIE for the public health objective(s) that you are attesting to. You cannot select a menu 
objective and claim an exclusion if there are other menu objectives that can be met. Those that do not administer im-
munizations and hence cannot attest to the immunization core objective will have to onboard for syndromic surveil-
lance. Do not wait until the last minute to connect with KHIE.  

 

TRANSITIONS OF CARE  
 
KHIE is now operating as a health information service provider (HISP) and is offering services for Direct Secure Clinical 
Messaging.  To meet the transitions of care objective for Stage 2 Meaningful Use, your EHR must have the capability to 
generate a summary of care record (CCDA) and send it electronically to 10% of transitions or referrals of care.  Utilizing 
KHIE’s HISP will facilitate meeting this objective. KHIE is also offering web portal that will enable eligible providers and 
hospitals to communicate and share summary of care records securely with referral partners that do not have an EHR.  
Contact your vendor to discuss whether or not they will serve as your HISP. If you plan to use KHIE as your HISP, you 
will need to sign a Direct Services addendum and go through KHIE’s onboarding process for Direct services.  

**Bottom line: Steps to be taken now include: 

1) Contact your vendor to determine whether you will need KHIE’s HISP service. If you will need to use 
KHIE’s HISP, contact your outreach coordinator to receive the Direct addendum and start the onboarding 
process.  

2) Begin gathering a strategic referral pattern to meet your 10% threshold. KHIE strongly urges providers to 
focus on identifying the fewest number of referral partners that are needed to achieve this objective. For 
each referral partner on your list, contact them to notify them of your timeline and your need for them to 
be able to receive Direct secure messages. If one or more partners in your referral list do not have an EHR, 
refer them to the KHIE outreach coordinator in their area to begin the onboarding process for the Direct 
web portal. 

Achieving this objective requires significant effort and coordination among your referral partners, your EHR vendor, 
and KHIE. Do not wait until the last minute to connect with KHIE. For specific Meaningful Use guidance, please contact 
your local Regional Extension Centers.  

 
 



NEW LIVE CONNECTIONS  
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STATEWIDE HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE  

The KHIE continues to build its robust health information exchange and currently has a total of 717 pro-

vider locations submitting live data and actively exchanging information. To see KHIE’s footprint across 

the Commonwealth, please see the map below.  

NEW LIVE CONNECTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 



Cabinet for Health and Family Services CONTACT US 

Kentucky Health Information Exchange 

275 East Main Street, 4W-A 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

(502) 564-7992                        

www.khie.ky.gov  
Click here to visit our website! 

http://khie.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
http://khie.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx

